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9. TUPLES 

Tuples are another data structure that we can use to group items of data together. We have already 

used tuples to return multiple values from a function, see Chapter 4 – Functions. 

In the same way as a string cannot be changed, added or edited when it has been created, tuples are 

also known as immutable data structures. 

Tuples can be written in two different ways; in this example the three data items have been grouped 

together simply by separating the variables using commas. This could also have been shown: 

 

 

 

 

 

The return statement is a tuple as three data items have been grouped together separated by 

commas. This means that the three items can be grouped together and then ‘unpacked’ when the 

function is called. 

  

The tuple is unpacked when the function is called here 
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Tuples are also useful in grouping data as key/value pairs in dictionaries to create records.  

Look at this example: 

 

 

Using a tuple, we can match the key, e.g. student ID number, with the record about the student 

rather than just one data item. 

 

 


